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Brief Description:  Regarding dissemination of criminal identification system information.

Sponsors:  Senate Committee on Human Services & Corrections (originally sponsored by 
Senators Kohl-Welles, Padden, Roach and Chase).

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill

� Requires disclosure of conviction records for prospective clients or residents when 
disclosure is requested by a nonprofit business or organization that provides 
emergency shelter or transitional housing for children, persons with developmental 
disabilities, or vulnerable adults.

Hearing Date:  2/20/12

Staff:  Chris Cordes (786-7103).

Background: 

The law providing for the disclosure of certain conviction records makes legislative findings that, 
among other things, businesses and organizations providing services to children, persons with 
developmental disabilities, and vulnerable adults need adequate information to determine which 
employees or licensees to hire.   

Under this law, the Washington State Patrol (State Patrol) is required to disclose conviction 
records of applicants for employment or volunteer positions who will have unsupervised access 
to children under age 16, persons with developmental disabilities, or vulnerable adults.  The 
disclosure is made to a requesting business or organization that educates, treats, supervises, 
houses, or provides recreation to these children or persons.  

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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A conviction record is criminal history record information collected by criminal justice agencies 
on individuals that consists of identifiable descriptions and notations of arrests, detentions, 
indictments, or other formal criminal charges, and any disposition arising from the charges, such 
as sentences and acquittals by reason of insanity.  When disclosing the information, the State 
Patrol must state that:  (1) the data does not include information about civil adjudications or 
disciplinary decisions; (2) the information only relates to crimes against persons and not to other 
current or pending charges; and (3) an arrest is not a conviction or finding of guilt.

A State Patrol rule establishes the amount of the fee to be charged for disseminating conviction 
records.  However, the statute does not allow a fee to be charged to a nonprofit organization.

Summary of Bill: 

The State Patrol must disclose conviction records of a prospective client or resident when 
requested by a nonprofit business or organization that provides emergency shelter or transitional 
housing for children, persons with developmental disabilities, or vulnerable adults.  The 
nonprofit business or organization must be one that qualifies for tax exemption under the federal 
Internal Revenue Code as an organization organized and operated for various charitable, 
religious, or other specified purposes.

A "client" or "resident" is defined as a child, person with developmental disabilities, or 
vulnerable adult applying for housing assistance from a business or organization.

The language regarding legislative findings is deleted and provisions requiring disclosure of 
criminal records are reorganized.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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